
Syllabus for 9th and 10th Grade World History 

  
“Those who fail to learn from history, are doomed to repeat it”- Winston Churchill 

 

Mrs. Kristen Rotenberg 

Room: 1106 

Phone: (480)-575-2556    

Email: krotenberg@ccusd93.net 

Office hours: Monday- Friday during lunch and after school by appointment only 

 

Course Objectives 

 

The main objective for the course is to gain a comprehensive understanding of how 

societies and beliefs have evolved and transgressed into the institutes we know today. 

Additionally, students will develop skills applicable to success post-graduation, such as time 

management, organization, and consideration of alternative perspectives. The curriculum is 

also aligned with the AZCCRS, fostering literacy and research-based skills that will prepare 

students for the rigors of higher education. 

 

This class makes use of the World History and Geography textbook as a foundation for the 

curriculum. Students will be asked to periodically complete required reading from sections 

of the textbook. Students notes should be in Cornell-format for the sake of ease of use. 

Expectations on notes will be elaborated on in class during the first week. 

 

The weekly class schedule will be updated on my class website. Assignments and directions 

for assignments can be also be found on my class website, located on the social studies 

department homepage. I encourage both students and parents to check my website weekly 

to stay up to date with what we are learning in class. The schedule may be subject to change 

depending on the class period. 

 

Required Books 

 McGraw Hill, Inc., World History and Geography – 2300 BC to Present. New York 

City, NY: McGraw Hill, Inc., 2014 

 

Class Materials 

 

Students are all expected to come to class prepared with the following: 

 

 Three ring binder w/ college rule notebook paper  

 Black or blue ink pens and/or pencils 

 Student planner and ID  



Students will also be assigned a copy of World History and Geography: 2300 BC to Present 

to use at home.  

 

All students must have their login to gain access to the class website and grades. Students 

who do not have their login should contact Administration ASAP. 

 

Norms/Expectations 

 

Students are expected to adhere to the Student Code of Conduct for the school; my class will 

reflect these expectations and rules.  

 

Rules of the Class: 

Students may not bring outside food into the classroom (water in a sealed container is acceptable) 

 Give Respect to Get Respect for both myself and my students (this includes towards 

each other; my class will be a safe haven for learning) 

 Raise hands for questions and comments 

 Wait until a break to throw away trash, sharpen pencil, etc.  

 One student at a time for bathroom and water  

 Questions about grades are for lunch, before and after school 

 

Participation 

 

Just as I respect my students’ immense effort and time spent in school, the same level of 

respect should be shown to their learning in my class. Students must come to class ready to 

not only to actively listen, but also to contribute to class discussions and activities.  

 

Grading Scale 

 

100% to 89.5% = A                                                            

> 89.5% to 79.5% = B                                                       

>79.5% to 69.5% = C                                                          

>69.5% to 59.5% = D                                                         

Below 59.5% = F 

 

 

Grading Categories 

Tests & Quizzes: 40% 

Homework: 10% 

Classwork & Participation: 20% 

Projects: 10% 

Final: 20% 

 

If students have a concern related to their grades, they can always discuss with me for 

clarification during my available office hours. 



 

Extra Credit 

Extra credit will be given extremely sparingly throughout the year. Exams may or may not 

have an extra question added. 

 

Homework & Late Work Policy: Any homework assigned is due at the beginning of class 

on the day it is due, or it will be considered late. You may turn in work early. If work is 

turned in late, you may earn up to 50% of the original grade. 

 

Attendance and Tardiness  

 

Students are expected to adhere to the same level of attendance that they will experience in 

a professional environment. I allow up to three instances of tardiness before referrals are 

sent out. We will cover a large amount of information throughout the year, so arriving on 

time and ready to learn is a must. 

 

I am always open for clarification and questions before and after school. My doors are 

always open to help a student succeed. 

 

Classrooms are now designated as ‘No Phone Zones’ except with teacher permission. All 

phones are expected to be housed in backpacks during class time. 

 

Exams Rules and Expectations 

 

During exams, backpacks and purses must be placed under the desks and may not be 

touched once the first exam is passed out. After completing an exam, students may read or 

work silently on other homework. 

 

Any student caught cheating will be subject to an immediate zero and parents/guardians 

will be informed. We are in school to prepare for a professional environment and any 

instance of cheating will not be tolerated. 

 

I do not allow retakes on exams. If a student has a concern over his or her grade, I am 

available during my office hours to assist them. 

 

Any donations of the following items are greatly appreciated!!! 

 Kleenex 

 Hand Sanitizer 

 Copy paper 
 

 

 

District Policy JK-R 



A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the student engages in any of the 

following forms of academic misconduct: 

 Lateness - For missing or leaving school or class without permission or excuse. 

 Cheating - Including but not limited to copying, using unauthorized help sheets and 

the like, illegally obtaining tests in advance, substituting for a test-taker, and other 

forms of unauthorized collusion. 

 Plagiarism - Representation of the ideas or work of another person as his/her own. 

 Collusion - Supporting malpractice by another student as in allowing one’s work to 

be copied or submitted for assessment by another. 

 Duplication of work - Presentation of the same work for different assessment 

components and/or requirements. 

 Fabrication of Data - Manufacturing data for a table, survey, or other such 

requirement. 

 Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a student and/or affects the 

results of another student. 

 

Cactus Shadows High School takes academic dishonesty seriously. Any violation of this 

policy will result in a zero for the assignment/assessment for a first offense, a zero for the 

assignment/assessment  and short term suspension for a second offense and a loss of credit 

for the semester course (.5) and short term suspension for a third offense.  

  

Students who share assignment/assessment information with other students via pictures, 

paper or electronics will receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a short term to 

long term suspension (prior academic misconduct referrals from any other school or CCUSD 

grade level will be considered).  

  

School Absence Policy 

Students are responsible for contacting teachers to complete missed work. Parents can e-

mail teachers to request homework to pick up during a student’s absence.  For every day of 

excused absence, a student has two days to make up homework, classwork, quizzes, 

and tests (parents have 24 hours to contact the school to excuse the absence). Work 

previously assigned with a due date during an absence is due on the first day of his/her 

return to school (including suspension dates). Be advised that each department, which 

assigns extended projects, has specific deadline dates.  All make up work from an excused 

absence is eligible to receive full credit if completed and turned in within the 2 day window. 

Some courses such as Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and Dual 

Enrollment courses have numerous long-term projects or portfolios, which may have 

absolute deadlines. Students will be advised of these project/portfolio deadlines in the 

course syllabus or on grading outlines and will be expected to turn in projects/portfolios 

prior to the designated date for credit regardless of days absent.  Assignments, tests, 

quizzes not completed within the 2 day window will receive a zero.  (Ref: Board Policy 

JH-R) 

World History Syllabus Signature Form 



 

PARENTS: You can expect that I will provide a safe and positive learning 

environment in my classroom. As this course covers a large amount of 

material and various different cultures, be aware that some historical 

content may be graphic in nature, particularly as it relates to the World 

Wars and the Holocaust. Please feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns. I look forward to speaking with you and would 

greatly appreciate your help and support in making this year a great 

experience for your child!   

STUDENTS: please return this sheet to Mrs. Rotenberg by Wednesday, 

August 14, 2019. 

 

Please Do Not Cut 

 

I have read the World History syllabus and understand the requirements, 

rules, and responsibilities involved in being in this class. I am going to make 

this a GREAT year in World History by being prepared, responsible, and 

doing my best at all times. 
 

Student Name (print): ______________________________________   

Grade Level   9/10/11/12 (circle one) 

 

Student signature:  _________________________________Block: ____ Date: ______ 

___ 

Parent signature:  ____________________________________________ Date:_______ 

 

Questions/Comments/Concerns: 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 


